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Cassel Gymnasium and had accompanied us to Scheveningen

to give my brother Henry some supplementary tuition in that
tongue. He was a brisk and genial man, who had never
before seen the sea and consequently received an overpowering
impression of that element. He would from time to time
exclaim, " Thalatta, Thalatta," and was hardly able to contain
himself. It was not without emotion that we witnessed the
far-reaching effect on a man of mature years of the first glimpse

of the mighty ocean.

*           *          *

January, 1877, was the fateful month of my " Abiturienten-
Examen," or leaving school examination. We were in all,
seventeen " Abiturienten," and the ordeal was not particularly
easy. However, the written part of the examination went off
well, and the mark for the viva voce was also "good." All
seventeen of us passed. On 25th January our formal release
from school life took place in the Aula of the Gymnasium. We
received our leaving certificates In alphabetical order, and I,
counting as Prince William of Prussia, among the " P " s, came
tenth on the list. Our school life was now over, and we were
ready for the school of life. In my " Curriculum Vitse " I
gave <f political science and jurisprudence " as the subject of
my future study.

Hinzpeter's task was also now at an end, and he could return
to Bielefeld to live for his family and for his books. The
ineffaceable gratitude of his pupil and my parents followed
him In his retirement,

*           #          #

Two days after leaving school I completed my eighteenth
year, and so, according to the law of our house, attained my
majority. Two high orders were conferred on me on this day.

At noon the British Ambassador, Lord Odo Russell, appeared

at the Palace of the Crown Prince, bringing the insignia of the
Garter. This high English order is generally besto'wed on
reigning monarchs only, though it is occasionally given also to

Heirs Apparent, I received it as the grandson of Queen
Victoria. The Ambassador handed over the mantle, star, and